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} b In the 1/? place, it fuitably expresses the fentiments of Devotion, 


at 


-€6-OPMIE SONG OF PRAtax 1s-4u .. -- | 
delightful, and excellent, that we find atqgocru: «uu the 
fenfe of Deity, authorifed by the example of all nations, and univer- 
fally received into the folemnities of public worfhip. Under the Fewife».” ~ 
difpenfution, the Holy Spirit of God directed to this expreflion of ho-~ ~~ 
mage, as peculiarly becoming the place-where his honour dwelleth. The ee 
book of Pfaims, as the name itfelf imports, was adapted to the voice 
of fong. And the author:of thofe invaluable odes well knew the 
fweetnéis, dignity, and animation that were hereby added to the fa~ 
cred fervice of the temple. With what rapture do they defcribe its — 
efie&s ; with what fervour do they call upon their fellow-worfhippers 
to join in this delightful duty—It-zs a good thing to give thanks unto . 
the Lord, and to fing-praifes unto thy name, O-thow Moft High. Praife ~ | 
ye the Lord; for tt ts good-to- fing praifes- unto our God, for it is pleas +. 
4 


fant, and pratfe zs comely. -O fing unto the Lord anew foxg ; fing unte 
wn. > Pp y Lg & ° 


the'Lord all the eurth: fing unto the Lord;: blefs his name; foew forth *— 
his falvation from day to day. Nor hath Cbriftianity difpenfed with re~ 
ligious fong as an unmeaning ceremony, or an unprofitable facrifice. _ 
It commands us to addrefs the Father in fpirit and in truth; butit, < 
neverthelefs, enjoins thofe outward acknowledgements that fitly ex- 
prefs and cherifh the pious temper. Our blefied Lord was pleafed to 
confecrate this act of worfhip by his own examiple, -uncer circumfan~ 
ees the moft affe@ting. He concluded the celebration of that fupper, ~~ 
which was tse memorial of his dying love, by an hymn of praife. And” 
his apoftles frequently exhort fo the obfervance oF this duty. Let the 
word of God dwell in you richly in all wifdom: teaching and admontfoing | 
ene another in pfilins, and hymns, and {piritual fongs ; figing. with 
price in your heurts unto the Lord. pk Se 

Diviné Soxc is undoubtediy the language of nature. It siete: 
from our Ap: and .féonftitution. Do lofty contemplation, elevated 
joy, and far¥our of affection, give beauty and dignity to language, and 
alfociate with £xe charms ctf porrry, by a kindred law which the. 
Creator hata eftablithed, they ae ff pine with ftrains of fweet and 


folemn HARMONY. And there are {fo principal views in which Mufic stl 
will appear to tender eminent ferw¥e to the facrifice of praife:— 


e fubWme delight waich religién is fitted to infpire. Joyis 
ayal eG ef praie, and soNc tie praper aecompaniment of 
in owe br glad, Jet bim finz pfalns. And fingin® is noto 

impication of delight, but cis, sg alfo of the prevail: 
fentimients and padions of the mind. It tan accommodate icfelf 
the various modifigations of Yave and joy, tie ellence of a devotional — 
temper. It hath lofty Rfins.fo# the fublimity of adzairatien, plaintive ~ 
accents which becomes the tear of penitence and forrow 5 it can adopt | 
she humble plea of fupplication, or fwell in the bolder notes of thank: _. 


- 


/ D\ aches Darrey pone 


_ 

— MUL Vusry @ecenuy expreffes, but powerfully 
EXCITES anu {MpRoOvEs the devout affections. It is the prerogative of 
this noble art to cheer and invigorate the mind, to ftill the tumultuous. 
paflions, to calm the troubled thoughts, and to fix the wandering at-. 
tention. And hereby fhe happily compofes and prepares the heart for 
the exercifes of public worthip. But fhe further boafts a wondrous 
efficacy in leading to that peculiar temper which becomes the /ubject. 
of praife, and is favourable to religious impreffion. She can ftrike the 
mind with folemnity and awe, or melt with tendernefs and love; can 
animate with hope and gladnefs, or call forth the fenfations of devout: 
and aifectionate forrow. Even feparate and unconnetted, fhe can in- 
fluence the various paffions and movements of the foul. But fhe na 
turally fecks an aliiance, and muft be joined with becoming fenti-. 
ments aud language in order to produce her full and proper edect. 
And never is her energy fo confpicneus and delightful, as when confe-- 
crated to the fervice of religion, and employed in the courts of the. 
living God. Here the di‘plays her nobleft uf and her brightef glory.. 
Here alone fhe ineets with themes that fill the capacity of an immortal; 
wind, and claiin its nableft powers and affections: What. voice of. 
fong fo honourable, fo elevating and delightful?-'To whom fhall:the:. 
b-eath a‘cend in melodious accents, if not-to Him who firft infpired 
it? Where fhall admiration take her loftief flight, but to the throne 
of the everla:ting Jehovah? Or what fhall awake our glory, aad kindle. 
our warmeit g-atitude, if not the remembrance of his daily mercies, 
and the p-aiies of redeeming love? Wien the nnion of the heart and. 
veice is thus happily arranged; wien {ublime fubjects of praife-are ac= 

_ companied swith expreslive harmony,,.and the pleafures of genuine de= 
votion heightened by the charms of. finging, we participate -of the, 
most pure, rational, noble, and exquifite enjoyments thathuman na- 
ture is capable of receiving. The foul forgets-her confinement with 

+ the body, is elevated beyond the cares and tumults of: this mortal: 
fiate, and ieems tor a while tranfported to the bliisful regions of per- 
fect love and joy. And it is worthy of remark, that the faered wrir-. 

-iags delight to reprefent the heavenly felicity under this image. And 

_ though fuch language be allowed to be figurative ; though eye hati not. 
fren, nor eer. heard, neither hath it entered into the heart of tan to con- 

» egive the things that God bath prepared for them that love him; yet our. 

mof natural, our molt juft conceptions of the happinefs of the heavenly 

world, is tha which we have been defcribing, viz. fublime devotion,.. 
accompanied with raptyrous delight. ai’ 

But befiges the more immediate propriety and ufe of Divine Song 
- in the o.dinances of religion, ity 7zdjrect advantages have aciaim to. 
our regard. It is notouly in idelr delighgful and profitable, but it 

gives auiajation to the other parts of public worfhip. It relieves the. 
attention, recruit; the, exhaulted spirits, and begets a happy compofure- 


\ 


beck 
ang tranquillity. It is peculiarly agreeable as a focial act, and that 
in which every perfon may be employed. Nor is it the leaf of its 
benefits, that it affociates pleafing ideas with divine worhhip, and 
makes us glid when we go into the houfe of the Lord. It isalfoa bond 
of union in religious focieties, promotes thea regular attendance ef their 
members, and feldom fails ef adding to their numbers. The early 
Chriftians found their account in a remarkable attachment to pfal- 
mody, and almoft every rifing fect have availed themfelves of its im- 
portant delights and advantages. It muft b2 coenfefled, that where plea- 
{ure is the fole attraction, the motive is of an inferior nature. But is 
it not a commendable policy to promote regular attendance upon pla- 
ces of worfhip, by any means that are not reprehenfible ? Will not the 
moit beneficial confequences prov#ly enfue? Is there not every reafon 
to expect that perfons who frequent the houfe of God with this view 
alone, will not be uninterefted in the other fevices of religion. —That 
the y who come to fing may learn to pray, that they who! only wih 
was to be entertained may find themielves inftructed and ifnproved. 


Such is the happy tendenty of well-regulated fong in the honfe of - 


God. But alas! how feldom is this part of the fervice accompanied 
with its properefle@. Itwas the remark of an eminent writer, too 
applicable to the prefent time, that *¢ the warfoip in whicd we foould m0 ft 
refemble the inhabitants of Heaven, 7s tae worft performed upon earth 2? 
His-pious labours have greatly enriched the szattev of fong, and here- 
by contributed to remove one caufe of this complaint, but in the wan- 
ner there ftili remains a miferable defect. Too often does a diforacefal] 
jilgnce prevail to the utter neglect.of this duty. Too often are diflonance 
and difcord fabftituted for the charms of melody and harmony; and 
the finging performed in a way fo carelefslyand. indecently, that, as 
the fame writer obferves,  zuffead of elevating our devotions to the 
soft divine and delightful fenfations, 1t awakens our regret, and touches 
all the fprings of uneafine[s within us.” 

But is this owing to cau’es that cannot be removed, or doth it not 
imply reproaca and blame? Will not truth oblige us to confefS, that 
tie fault refts not in the want of natural tafte and abilities, nor of fuf- 
ficient leifure, but in grofs careleffnefs and neglect? Moderate atten- 
tion and application would furmount every difficulty, and lead to a 
fuitable proficiency in this happy art. An exercife fo ple&fing and at- 
trative, feems only to want-regulation and method.” 
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Deacidified using the Bookkeeper process. 
Neutralizing agent: Magnesium Oxide 
Treatment Date: Nov. 2005 
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